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Informatics, M.S . 

¢ Ret urn co: Undergraduate & Graduate Degrees 

The Master of Science in Informatics p rogram focuses o n the informaeion techno logy aspect of 

e nte rprise computing, incl ud ing t he a nalytics , rep orting, database manageme nt a nd othe r softwa re 

solut ions system s. The cu rricu lum incor po rates co urses in infor mat ics and comput ing and is designed 
so you can apply your degree at any level in, and ac ross, any o rganizat io n o r area. The prog ram 

emphasizes scholarly research and the applicat ion of the sciencific method to comput ing and 

informat ion technologies. Our aim is co guid e students in the design, maintenance, and ada ptat io n of 

informat ion systems that so lve prob lems pert inent to human needs. 

Admision a nd Prerequisites 

In add it ion to the gen eral admission req uirement s from the Graduat e School, admission to the M.S. 

degree program in Informatics requires complet io n of underg raduate co ursework in pre- calculus, 

survey of calculus, and scatist ics . (At UL Lafayette, these courses include MATH l 09 or MATH 143, 

MATH 250, and STAT 325 o r STAT 427G.) Su bst i tutio ns for these admissio n prerequ isite cou rses may 

be consid ered o n a case- by - case basis by t he program. Ap proval of any su bst i tutio n must be 

conveyed by the Graduate Coo rd inato r to the Dean of the Grad uate School u pon review the 
application for admiss io n. 

Degree Requirements and Coursework 

The Master of Science in Informatics program requires completion of 33 graduate credit hours. Upon 
complet io n of 12 hou rs of gr aduate cou rsewor k in the prog ram, students are requ ired to d eclare (via 

the Grad uate School App l icat ion for Cand idacy) t hei r intention to pursue the thesis t rack o r non­
thesis t rack for degree completio n. 

Required Core Courses 

All Stud ents must complete the fol lowing 1 8 graduat e cred it hou rs of required co re cou rses 

• INFX 501 - Foundatio ns of Infor matics 3 Credit(s). 

• INFX 502 - Systematic Methods in Informatics 3 Cr edit(s). 

• INFX 51 O - Human- Comput er Inter action (HCI) in Informat ics 3 Credit(s). 

• INFX 540 - Informat ic s Network Infrastruct ures and Management 3 Credit(s). 

• INFX 580 - Systems Development 3 Credi t(s). 

• INFX 590 - IT Governance, Risk Management, and Compliance (GRC) 3 Credit(s) . 

Elective Courses 

T he fol low ing graduate- level INFX courses are avai lable as elective coursew ork · 

• INFX 512 - Data Analysis and Visualization 3 Cred i t (s). 

• INFX 520 - IT and Networ k Security 3 Credit (s). 

• INFX 531 - Distributed Database Management 3 Credit(s). 

• INFX 532 - Data Mining and Business Intelligence 3 Credit(s). 

• INFX 533 - Cloud Comp uting and Big Data Appl ications 3 Credit(s). 

• INFX 570 - Web Applicat ion Develo pment 3 Cr edi t (s). 

• INFX 575 - Mobile/ Pervasive App lication Design and Develop ment 3 Credit (s). 

• INFX 597 - Directed Individ ual Study 1- 3 Credit(s). 



NOTE: As approved by the Graduate Coordi nator and the student's committee chair, a 

maximum of six hours of 500- level coursework may be taken in a disc ipl in e other t han 

informatics . 

Foundation Courses 

Students p ur suing the degree wi th an undergraduate degree in an unrelated field of study must 

take the following 6 graduate credit hou rs of foundation cour ses: 

• INFX 500 - Introduction to Informatics 3 Credit(s). 

• INFX 502 - Systematic Methods in Informatics 3 Credit(s). 

Curriculum 

T he required curr iculum is dependent upon a student's undergraduate degree preparation. 

l. Students w ith an underg raduate degree in a relat ed field of st udy (e.g ., i nformatics, computer 

science, comp uter eng ineering) are required to complete the following required cour sework: 

• 18 graduate cred it hours of the above- ident ified required core courses 

• 3 graduate credit hours of INFX elective coursework 

• 6 g raduate c redit hours of (l ) addi tional INFX elective cour sework and / or (2) elective 

g raduate - level cou rsework in a related d iscipl ine outside of INFX (e.g., Biology, Business, 

Geology, Mathemat ics, Physics, Psycho logy) as approved by the Gr aduate Coord inator 

• Thes is Track: 

6 graduace credi t hou rs of INFX 599 - Th es is Research and Thesis 

• Non-Thes is Track: 

INFX 59 1 - Informatics Capst on e 

INFX 59 5 - Master's Project 

2. Students w ith an underg raduate d egree i n an unr elated field of study are required to complete 

the following requ ired coursework: 

• 6 graduate credit hours of the above- identif ied foundation cou rses 

• 18 g raduate cred it hours of the above- ident ified required core cou rses 

• 3 g raduate c redit hours of (1) addi tional INFX elective cour sework and / or (2) elective 

graduate - level cou rsework i n a related d iscipl ine outside of INFX (e.g., Biology, Business, 
Geology, Mathemat ics, Physics, Psycho logy) as approved by the Gr aduate Coord inator 

• Thes is Track: 

6 graduate credi t hou rs of INFX 599 - Th es is Research and Thesis 

• Non- Thes is Track: 

INFX 59 1 - Informatics Capston e 

INFX 59 5 - Master's Proj ect 

Thesis Track 

Scudents who pursue the thesis track are required to complete six g raduate credit hours of INFX 599 

- Thesis Research and Thesis and a wri tten thesis. The thesis t rack emphasizes research, and is 

p robably t he best choice for students who want to eventually pursue a doctoral degree or a career in 

research. 

Students are encouraged to talk w ith faculty members and the Graduate Coord inator about research 

possibilit ies and thesis topics as soon as possible. In consultation with the Graduate Coord inator, 

students pursuing the thesis t rack wil l select the chai rper son of their thesis committee and begin 

work ing toward t his goal at any t ime. Official identification of the committee chair and committee 
members shall be d one at the time of application for candidacy, however, which is upon completion 

of 12 g raduate credit hours of coursework in the p rogram. 

For the t hesis track, students must develop a wri tten thesis p roposal that w i l l be orally defended to 

the Thes is Committee. The committee m ust approve (unani mously) the wr itten proposal and o ral 

defense at least one semester prior to the student's thesis defense. The final written thesis must also 

be d efended orally and approved by the Thesis Commit tee. 

Non-Thesis Track 

Students who pursue the non- thesis track are requi red to complete three g raduate credit hours 

of INFX 595 - Mast er's Proj ect and INFX 591 - Informatics Cap stone to demonst rate a general 

comprehensive knowledge of t he f ield of Informatics. T he non-thesis opt ion may be p referable if 

you're planning for a career apply ing research and work ing in the f ield. 

For the non- thesis t rack, srndents m ust receive approval by the Graduate Coordinator for plans for 

the capstone course and Mast er' s project. Approval should occur as soon as possi ble after the 
student declares h is or her intent to fol low the non- thes is op t ion (v ia t he Graduate School 
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ComactUs 

Application for Candidacy) upon completion of 12 graduate credit hours in the program. 

Internsh ips 

Non- thesis t r ack students may choose to pursue an internship opport un ity with an organizat ion o r 

b usiness in partial fu lfilment o f the INFX 591 capstone course r equirements. Thesis- track students 

may also choose to complete an internship and earn cou rse credit. 

Comprehensive Exam 

In addit ion to demonstrati ng a general comprehensive knowledge of Informatics th rough successful 

complet ion of t he thesis and t hesis oral defense (for t hesis- track students) or INFX 591 - Informatics 

Cap stone (for non- t hesis t rack students), each candidate must achieve a grade of A o r Bon a 

minimum of three, three- g raduate- credi t - hour 500- level courses. 

Procedures 

Following admission to the M.S. prog ram in Informatics , students will register for courses upon the 

advice of the Graduate Coor dinator . Throughout the entirety of a student's st udy, t he Graduate 
Coord inato r shall prov ide comprehensive, long- range planning and advising for each semester's 

registration. 

The maximum course load for a graduate student in Informatics shall be twelve g raduate credit hours 

dur ing a regular semester and nine g raduate c redit hours during a summer session. 

It is expected that full- time students w ill complete all requirements for t he M.S. degree withi n two 
years. 
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